
OPUA CRUISING CLUB –Commodores report 

TELL TALES 

Sailing Life in the Cruising 
Lane at Opua 
The Opua Cruising Club held plenty of sailing events last week including the regular mid week racing 
on Wednesday night and the ladies’ regatta on Friday night, as well as hosting the second leg of an 
interclub event on Sunday. The following is a round up of  results provided by club reporter, Judy 
Gorringe, who noted the sheer number of events have seen ‘‘some patrons getting quite tired just 
watching the starts!’’. 
 
The Wet & Forget Wednesday night racing continued to show large numbers of boats crews and skip-
pers got out there to blow the workday cobwebs away. Results were, A Division — Kantime 1, Revs 
2, Mr Wolf 3; B Division — Libertee 1, Charisma 2, Exploding Teardrop 3; C Division — Cats Paw 
1, Desperado 2, Trail A - 3. 
 
Last Friday’s Anne of Craicor ladies’ racing gave spectators some excitement if the gasps and com-
ments overheard by those watching at the clubhouse were anything to go by, noted Gorringe. 
‘‘Manuela on Revs must have been thinking about the Opua School Gala and all the organisation as 
she was a tad slow to come about to get started . . . Vicki on Kantime appears to be improving her 
starts and is now crossing the start line a lot quicker — [perhaps] not having to go back for the dog 
helps! 
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It seems a while since I last wrote a report. Congratulations to Maree on 
the new format of Tell- Tales. Amazing how much information one can 
include on 2 sides of paper. Summer sailing is now in full swing with 

good fleets in all divisions. We recently hosted a casino night on behalf of the Opua School. I was 
talking to one of the participants who was happy to report that he and his wife had a wonderful     
evening and even  “purchased” a trip to the Hole in the Rock with their “millions”.  A very            
successful evening following the schools annual regatta. 
 
 On Thursday the club hosted guests from the opening of the new Customs and MAF offices at the 
marina. Excellent feedback from all who attended. Our thanks to Reece, Bill  and Garth for putting 
together the morning tea. One slight blip was the realization of how tatty our carpet has become. We 
are taking steps to remedy. There will be a working bee on Sat 20th  @ 1.00 pm to do some work 
around the place The deck needs a good clean and we need firewood for the winter . Any offers in 
that direction will be gratefully received. 
  
Judy is still pushing our publicity but we are struggling to get the local papers (with the exception of 
the Northland Age) to co-operate. Any ideas would be helpful. I was speaking to Ted Leeds the other 
day who tells me that he designed and made the old burgee by the front door when the club first 
started. We will do something to protect that part of our history                                   Cheers, Paul 
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February has been a quieter month as you would expect with the 
holiday makers gone back to work and most of the “Cruisers” still 
down South. A lot of them will be staying in Opua before they head 
up to the Islands, so I feel we should do something to attract them 
into the Club, such as Jam nights, talent quest, theme nights etc, 
which Marie our “Workaholic” bar girl has kindly volunteered to 
coordinate  Before we know it the racing season will be over so lets 
have some ideas to keep the club busy in the off season. 

There will be a Working Bee at the Club at               
1 o’Clock on Saturday 20th March,  
so lets have a good turnout of helpers, please.  

 
I have a list of jobs that need doing and if anyone has ac-
cess to  firewood could they let us know and we can ar-
range to collect/cut/split/stack it as well. 

                            Cheers-Brett 

Food & Bar 

Any one who wishes to contribute to this newsletter, whether it be 
stories, articles, photos or advertising, please email them to 
opua@xtra.co.nz - attn Maree. 
Drop me a quick email so I can put  you on the mailing list too!! 
I am also very keen to start gathering up any history about the Opua 
Cruising Club (verbal or written). If anyone can help please contact 
me and we’ll make a date. It is 
important that we do not lose our 
history and it is necessary for 
newcomers to know the past of 
the club for the future. Thank you. 

For all your Marine Electrical needs 
phone Brett on 402 7177 or pop in and see the team at Unit 6 Baffin St Opua. (A discount to all Club Members!)  

Every FOURTH Thursday of each month from 7pm Opua Cruising Club will host local 
muso Ian Butchart. He describes his music style (guitar and vocal) as Southern USA country 
from Bakersfield to the Caribbean. It includes the Jimmy Buffett music that visitors will 
know and some “down by the border” music like Texas Tornadoes etc.  
Also some real New Zealand music and some older commercial country, but NO horses and 
NO yodeling! 
If there are any visitors/locals who would like to do a set or a night please phone Ian to     
discuss possibilities. 094025337 or 0274991407 
So come on, make a night of it, come along and have a delicious meal, have a nice glass of 

wine and kick up your heels to live music at the Cruising Club every 4th Thursday of every month! 
See you there! 



It was a tad windy for the ladies 
however rounding them up for a 

photo afterwards was a mission very similar 
to getting the America’s Cup underway!’’ Results were Charisma 1, Libertee 2, Kantime 
3, Wetherley 4, Revs 5, Nexus 6. 
The last lot of results provided were from the second leg of the Bay of Islands Marine 
Centre interclub series which got underway from Opua on Sunday. Conditions were trying 
with the winds never really getting above 
10 knots meaning the luck of the draw 
played a major part. 
‘‘[It’s a] Pity that more boats do not sup-
port this series as it is an excellent chance 
to pit one’s skills against sailors from other 
clubs,’’ she said. Results were, A Division — Cool Running 1, Physical Favours 2, Mr 
Wolf 3, Revs 4; B Division — Frivolous Fish 1, That Girl 2, Talon 3, Solveig 4. 

Thanks - Judy 

Racing Report cont... 

On Sunday the 21st of March there 
is to be a BBQ Cruise. 
On the 2nd, 3rd and 4th of April 
we are having an overnight 
cruise. All welcome. For further 
information please phone Les      
Alderton on 4040757. 

Thank you EVERYONE who supported Opua School’s Gala on Friday 20th Feb.  
The morning events on the wharf ran very well and proved to be a wonderful  fundraising              

opportunity.  
 

The Casino Night was a huge success and raised over $3000 for the school. The venue was            
perfect for the event, the cruising club bar and restaurant took care of the drinks and food and the                  

WONDERFUL Rotary volunteers provided a laugh-a-minute evening. 
 

There are still a few bills to come in but we are looking at funds raised of about $7000 for the day! 
Congratulations everyone, that is no mean feat in a small town like Opua.  

The organising committee did a fantastic job and the day ran very smoothly. 
 

Once again thanks very much to everyone who helped to make our day a success (even the weather god!) 

Enjoy an exciting game of Bingo while having 
Thursday night drinkies.  

Come and test your grey matter-it is a really fun way 
to spend the evening and it’s not all about the winning! 

(yeah right) 

A great way to spend a winter’s evening! Darts, 
warm fire and wonderful company! See you there! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat 

    1 Full 
Moon 2   3   4   5   6   

            Wet & Forget Series 
Race 7 

1st Start 1745 

Quiz Night Anne of Craicor 
Ladies Race 11 
1800 Start 

    

                    

                    

                    Willis Sails Race 11 
1800 Start Russell 

    
                        

7   8   9   10   11   12   13   

Single Handed Series 
Race 2 

1200 Start Russell 

        
Wet & Forget Series 

Race 8 
1st Start 1745 

    
Road Runner 

Rum Race Series 
Race 11 1800 Start 

    

                

                

14   15   16   17   18   19   20   

BOI Marine Centre 
Combined Series  

Race 3 
1000 Start Kerikeri 

        Wet & Forget Series 
Race 9 

1st Start 1745 

Bingo Night Anne of Craicor 
Ladies Race 12 
1800 Start 

    

                

                

                Willis Sails Race 12 
1800 Start Russell 

    
                    

21 Equinox 22   23   24   25   26   27   
BBQ Cruise         Wet & Forget Series 

Race 10 
1st Start 1745 

    
Road Runner 

Rum Race Series 
Race 12 1800 Start 

    

Northland Spars & 
Rigging  

two handed Series 
Race 1 

1200 Start Russell 

                

                

                    

                        

28   29   30   31               

Closing Day Race 
1200 Start Russell 

        Wet & Forget Series 
Race 11 

1st Start 1745 

            

                    

                    

Sunday Monday Tues Wed Thursday Friday Saturday 

                1   2 Good Friday 3   

                    Over Night Cruise 
Over Night 
Cruise 

                TYPBC 
Auckland - Tauranga 

        
                        

4 Easter 5 Easter  
Monday 6   7   8   9   10   

Over Night Cruise         Darts     Quiz Night     
                            
Day Light Saving End                         

11   12   13   14 New 
Moon 15   16   17   

Northland Spars & Rigging 
two handed Series 

Race 2  
(3 short races) 

1200 Start Russell 

        Darts             
                        
                        
                        

                        

18   19   20   21   22   23   24   
            Darts     Bingo Night     

BBQ Cruise                         
                            

25   26   27   28   29 Full Moon 30       
Northland Spars & Rigging 
two handed Series 
Race 3 (30 Miles) 
1000 Start Russell 

        Darts             
                        

                        

Kerikeri Winter Series 1 
1100 Start Kerikeri 

                        
                        

APRIL 2010 


